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I. ISTRODUCTION. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and The Nature Conservancy 
executed a national Memorandum of Understanding (National MOU) on December 14, 20( 0, to 
facilitate effective and efficient management of important biological resources within the C· mtext 
of the Corps' civil works and regulatory missions, and to me.et the MOU's stated objective~. 

Thh; Regional Memorandum of Understanding (Regional MOU) is entered between the 
U.S . Army Engineer Division, North Atlantic (NAD) along with its New England, New Ye ·ik, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Norfolk Districts, represented by their respective District 
Conmanders (hereinafter, NAD Districts), and The Nature Conservancy, acting through it~ 
Eas::em United States Conservation Region (hereinafter the Conservancy) for the pulpOses )f 
facilitating regional interests and objectives within each parties' area of responsibility and 
inte:est. This Regional MOU incorporates, and is subject to, all of the conditions and term; of 
the Sational MOU. In case of a conflict between this Regional MOU and the National MC U, 
the '.'Tational MOU provisions shall prevail. The geographic scope of this Regional MOU s 1all 
be tle USACE official divisional boundary for the NAD and the corresponding area of 
resronsibility for the NAD districts. 

JI. PURPOSE. The parties seek to facilitate effective and efficient management of impo' cant 
natl ral resources within the context of each of the NAD District's civil works missions, aill l the 
mis:;ion of the Conservancy, to the extent authorized by law a11d by USACE and Conservar cy 
poll :ies_ The following objecli ves are agreed upon within the geographic scope of this Ref ional 
MOU: 

A.. Seek to protect, restore and conserve key functions and attributes of stream/river ch umel, 
floodplain, marine and estuarine habitats in a manner that meets human needs and 
protects the natural biological communities and native diversity of these ecosystem . 

B. Seek prudent and effective management of water resources in a manner that meets t.uman 
needs and protects key functions and attributes of coastal-estuarine and marine 
ecosystems and stream/river, riparian and tloodplain ecosystems and their native 
biological diversity. 



"' Seek new and innovative techniques and strategies for managing water resources ar d for 
restoring channels, stream banks, floodplains and coastal-estuarine and marine habitats. 
As appropriate, encourage and support projects that assess, demonstrate and measu: e 
these techniqu~ and strategi~ and their potential to contribute to meeting the goal.': for 
achieving a sustainable ecosystem_ 

m. RESPONSIBILITIES. The parties, to the extent authorized by law and by USACE :: nd 
Corservancy policies and within existing legal authorities, agree as follows: 

A. The NAO Districts will consider environmental sustainability concepts suggested n ·y the 
Conservancy for incorporation into the conceptualiz.ation, evaluation, planning, 
construction, and operation of NAD District projects within the geographic scope 1 ,f this 
Regional MOU_ 

B. The Conservancy shall, as appropriate and subject to its internal policy regarding 
confidential information, contribute pertinent scientific and conservation planning 
information to NAD Districts for their projects that are within the geographic scop ! of 
this Regional MOU. 

C. The NAD Districts and the Conservancy shall share information and expertise in 
exploring potential restoration and water-management projects to ensure that these: 
projects, as appropriate, are designed using the best and most current knowledge aid 
technology, take advantage of innovative and new approaches, include well-desigr ~d 
adaptive management plans, and advance the state-of-the-art for engineering proje .:ts 
that are ecologically sustainable in a multi·use arena. This may include, where am 1ority 
and funding are available, jointly undertaking demonstration projects and identifyi 1g 
and pursuing policies and programs needed to implement any such projects. The r aities 
shall jointly establish procedures to facilitate these goals and maximize coordinatic n. 

D. The NAO Districts and the Conservancy will work together to monitor and assess : he 
success of any joint projects, and to disseminate lessons learned to interested parti s to 
benefit restoration and water management projects throughout the region. 

E. The NAD Districts and the Conservancy wi 11 wod: together to encourage and faci ~ i tate 
the broader use of habitat restoration and water level .management tools and techni iues 
that have proven successfu 1. This may include identifying and recommending poli :::ies 
and programs needed to implement such techniqu~ on a larger scale. 

F. The Conservancy and the NAD Districts will, as appropriate and subject to staff a.i .d 
funding availability, participate in related agency structured environmental forums and 
organiz.ations upon request when doing so may advance environmental goals and 
objectives co.mm.on to both agencies. 

G. The parties to this Regional MOU recognize that the NAD District projects must o :>erate 
in accordance with authorized project purposes ari.d funding limitations. All actior s 
taken by the NAD Districts in accordance with this Regional MOU are subject to f 1e 
availability of funds, and nothing in this Regional MOU shall be interpreted as 
constituting a violation of the Anti-Deficiency Act. 
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H. This Regional MOU is neither a fiscal nor a funds obligation document. Any end( avor 
involving reimbursement or contribution of funds between the parties to the Regio.1al 
MOU will be handled in accordance with applicable laws, regulations, and proced .ires. 
Such endeavors, if any, will be outlined in separate agreements that shall be made n 
writing by representatives of the parties and shall be independently authorized by 
appropriate statutory authority. This Regional MOU does not provide such author ty. 
Specifically, this MOU does not establish authority for the noncompetitive award 1 o the 
Conservancy of any contract or other agreement 

I Nothing in this Regional MOU prohibits the parties from soliciting or receiving ad rice 
and assistance in the objectives set forth above from other governmental entities, i: rivate 
groups or individuals. 

J. The NAD Districts, while receptive to the provision of suggestions, concepts, and 
scientific and conservation planning information from the Conservancy and all ofr ~ 
public entities, remain responsible for all decisions involving the planning and 
implementation of projects as authori~d by law and for which funds are available 

K. This MOU creates no legal obligations or rights, nor does it create any private rig 1t of 
action in favor of any person. 

IV. IMPLEMENTATION. 

<\.. This Regional MOU becomes effective when signed by all signatory parties and reuains 
in effect until modified or terminated by the N AD or the Conservancy. This Regim al 
MOU may be modified or amended at any time by mutual agreement of NAD and t ie 

Conservancy in writing. and may be terminated by either party upon sixty (60) day~ prior 
written notice. Modifications to the National MOU will also be considered to have 
modified this Regional MOU. 

lJ. NAD and the Conservancy intend to conduct the activities contemplated in this 
agreement in accordance with existing authorities. If any provisions of this Region2 I 
MOU are determined to be inconsistent with existing laws, regulations or directives . 
specifically Department of the Army permits under Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors 
Act of 1899, Section 404 of the Clean Water Act or Section 103 of the Ocean Dum1ing 
Act; governing the signatories, (including, without limitation, the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act 5 U.S.C. Appendix II) then such laws, regulations Ol' directives shal 
control. The provisions of this Regional MOU not affected by a finding of inconsis :ency 
shall remain in full force and effect. 

V. COUNTERPARTS. This Regional MOU may be executed in any number of counte1parts, 
each of which when executed shall be deemed to be an original and all of which when 
taken together shall constitute one and the same agreement. 
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Assistant Secretary of the Army 
(Civil Works) 
Department of the Army 

WILLIAM T. GRISOLI 
Brigadier General, USA 
Commanding 

 
Curtis L. Thalken 
Colonel, U.S. Army 
District Engineer 
New En I d District 

Richard Polo 
Colonel, U.S. Anny 
District Engineer 
New York District 

Robert J. Ruch 
Lt. Colonel, U. . Anny 
District 'Engineer 
Philadelphia District 

3 f.la./ Zo~ 
Date 

'3 ,Jo v 1 o..G: 
Date 

3A/d c6 
Date 

Date 

f /UvV (Jr 
Date 
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Robert l Davi 
Colonel, U.S. y 
District Engineer 
Baltimore District 

3/Jov05 
Date 

311/d-/ as 
Date 

... 
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Michael Andrews 
Chief Operating Officer 
The Nature Conservancy 

Date 

g--~D~ 
ook Date 

or, Eastern United States Conservation Region 
ature Conservancy 

 
Lise A. Hanners 
Connecticut State Director 

Maine State Dl.rector 

 
1'fatWiiik01S 
Maryland State Director 

+ Jf.Jv doS-
Date 

11Jo~/o5 
Dat~ / 

;1 /3£Jfes 
Date 

/ 
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Daryl B ett 
New Hampshire State Director 

Date 

J8Jlet L. Coit 
Rhode Island State Director 

Rohen Rlein ~' Date 
V eaoont State Director 

Date 
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